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Sunday, September 8th, 2024

All times are listed in Central European Time Zone - Please check your local time zone to plan.

7:30 Opening and Welcome

8-9:30 Comic Visualities: Representation, Remembrance, Color
Chair: Ajith Cherian
Abjilasha Gusain Drawing from the Margins: Baloup’s Vietnamese Memories and the 
Visual Documentation of the Past
Girorgio Busi Rizzi And Manuela Di Franco L’uomo che guarda: towards an 
operationalisation of the gaze in Italian comics
Lou Braibant A Vibrantly Bleak History: A Colour-Based Perspective on Nora Krug’s 
Graphic Novel Heimat

9:45-11:15 Comics as Case Studies across disciplines
Chair: Abhilasha Gusain
Malgorzata Olsza At the intersection of comics studies, feminism, and …: Reading 
pregnancy graphic memoirs
Mario Valori Introducing Secret Gardens: Manga as a Valuable Medium for Public 
History
Stephen O’Sullivan Consumer Culture Research Comics: Multi-Representations and 
Regenerative Translations of Marketplace Extremes

11:15-12:15 Break and Socials
Socials listed on page 6

12:15-13:45 Comics in Cultural Studies: Cold War and Contested Identities
Chair: Dragoș Manea
Kalaiarasi Ranganathan Drawing Religion in Comics: Racializing Dalits and Indigenous 
People in Amar Chitra Katha Comics
Lakshmi Sukumar Comics as Social Narratives: Representations, Memory and Dissent
George Vassiloglou Exploring Cold War through comics; the Greek case (1970-1990)
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Sunday, September 8th, 2024

14-15:30 Webcomic and Social Media: Imaginaries and Immediacy in the Digital Era
Chair: George Vassiloglou
Francescia Cárcamo Rojas (Panchulei) The treatment of information for a small informative 
comic
Julio Gutierrez “Que no pare la revolución”, the twitter webcomic: some thoughts on 
an appropriation of the social outbreak in Chile
Paloma Jeria Digital Archives of the Demonstration during 18 O of the Female 
Authors: Creating Cyberfeminist Memory

15:45-17:15 Art History and Historical Accuracies
Chair: Almas Khan
Maryanne Rhett Academics Creating Comics? A Look at Scholars and Scholarship in 
Pre-1940s History Comics
Maggie gray and Ian Horton Alternative Approaches to the Form: ‘Seeing’ Comics 
through an Art Historical (and not a Visual Studies) Lens
Gunnar krantz and Jens Andersson Comics as an artform – Öyvind Fahlströms 
contribution to comics theory in the mid 1950s.

17:30-18:30 Keynote
Marcus Weaver-Hightower Comprehending Comics in 2034: What’s the Future for 
Comics-based Research?

Asychronous poster session
Available on Padlet
Pyetra Schmidt  ”Ragnarok revisited?: Alternate History and comics in The Life Eaters 
(2003)
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Monday, September 9th, 2024

All times are listed in Central European Time Zone - Please check your local time zone to plan.

8-9:30 Comic Constructions: Creating Cultural Memory
Chair: Kalaiarasi Ranganathan
Peng-hui Wang Chronicles in Stone: Thierry Robin’s Depiction of Hailongtun Tusi Fortress 
Through Comics
Ajith Cherian The Haptic and the Visual: Inhabiting Memory and Imagining History in 
Joe Sacco’s Comics
Michaela Precup Growing up in a Dictatorship: Childhood, State Propaganda, and 
Everyday Life in My Golden Age I by Daniel Horia

9:45-11:15 Comic Communities: Curation and storytelling
Chair: Kremena Dimitrova
Alexia Peter Transforming trans lives: queer representation and imagined futuristic 
medieval in Nimona (2015)
Fredric Gunve Leave no line behind
Barbara Eggert Critique of an Exhibition

11:15-12:15 Break and Socials
Socials listed on page 6

12:15-13:15 Comic Futures drawn from the past
Chair: Barbara Eggert
Luiz Guerra Do Androids Dream of White Supremacy? Iconography, Iconology and 
A.I.
Dragos Manea “What do you know of this ‘demon’?”: History, Science Fiction, and 
Monstrosity in David Hutchison’s Beowulf (2006) and Santiago García and David 
Rubin’s Beowulf (2017)



5

Monday, September 9th, 2024

13:30-15:30 Comics as Connection: Past and present
Chair: Malgorzata Olsza
Mervi Salo Visual Sovereignty: Indigenous Historiographics in Comics
Svetlana Stupak Establishing Historical Continuity Through The Chronotope Of War: 
How Ukrainian Comics Narrate Its Colonial Past
Dom Davies Reimagining Infrastructure in Comics

15:45-17:15 Comic Re-Imaginings: Graphic Justice, Infrastructure, and Archives
Chair: Maryanne Rhett
Almas Khan Graphic Narratives and the Re-Envisioning of Legal History
Esther McManus Representing temporalities and processes of archival research
Kremena Dimitrova Runaway Poetics: Mapping Histories of Migration through Comics

17:30-18:30 Keynote
Rachel Marie-Crane Williams Drawing on Life: Comics as historiography, narrative, and 
scholarship

19:00 recap and closing 

Asychronous poster session
Available on Padlet
Pyetra Schmidt  ”Ragnarok revisited?: Alternate History and comics in The Life Eaters 
(2003)
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SUNDAY Socials (11:15-12:15 in Zoom breakout rooms)

Artist/researcher collaborations
This social offers a chance to talk about project where an artist and a researcher have to work 
together. Share your experiences, ask questions, brainstorm ideas, or share resources. 

Zines, zines, zines!
Come hang out and talk about zines! Do you make them? Do you teach them? Don’t you just 
love them?

Memory and history
The personal, the public, and the polical might all mix into the conversation. How do comics 
represent the intimate histories of people on both a local and global scale? What do you 
think? Come share ideas and your favorite examples. 

Monday Socials (11:15-12:15 in Zoom breakout rooms)

Artist as researcher
This is a meet up for people who currently both research and make their own comics, or 
possibly people who are considering starting on this path. Share your work, troubleshoot hang 
ups, and commiserate about common issues here. 

Comics in service
This is a space to talk about teaching history with comics, comics and public history, using 
comics for public science communication, comics in therapeutic settings, etc. Do you reach 
out to others through comics?

Art history and comics
Where do comics fit into art history? How do art historians handle comics? Is art-based storytelling 
locked into literary studies? Grab a coffee or tea and get ready to wax philosophical!



FAQ about the program

Why is there no lunch break?
We’re proud to say that this conference is serving eight different time zones and our lovely 
participants are joining in from all over the world! Because of the geographic spread, it’s hard 
to say when your appropriate lunch time will be. Please have lunch (or a snack, or a break) 
whenever you need it!

there’s 15 minutes between sessions - the schedule is quite packed!
In order to accommodate all our participants and their timezones, the panel times are spread 
throughout the day. We would love to see you at as many panels as you have time for, but 
we understand that it’s too full to make it through everything. Please make a plan to attend 
what you can manage.

The talk I want to see is too early / too late for me - what can i do?
We will not be recording the talks or allowing people to record from their own computers (with 
respect to GDPR), but individuals can request to have their own talks recorded. If you missed 
a talk that you were excited about, please email the presenter directly. 

Can I change the time of my panel or my paper?
Because of the international spread of participants, and the diverse range of topics, the 
schedule is carefully balanced to accommodate everyone. This means that it is not quite as 
flexible as a traditional conference, where all participants are available in person in a single 
timezone. The organizers are also not willing to schedule people for times outside of relatively 
normal hours for their timezone, so if moving one talk requires moving another into a difficult 
timeslot, that’s a no-go for us. Perhaps you have experienced giving a presentation at 2am - 
it’s pretty awful!

I see I’m scheduled to chair a panel!
If you volunteered to chair a panel in the registration form, we happily took you up on it. We will 
be sending out emails which include some introductory information for people who might be 
chairing for the first time, and we’ll provide you with the contact details for the participants in 
your panel so you can get in touch with them and introduce yourself before the conference.

Where can I see the panels and the keynote?
All panels and keynotes will be held on Zoom. We will be using a single Zoom room for all 
events, so no need to keep logging in and out to different links. 

Where can I see the poster session?
The poster session is available to view asynchronously on the conference Padlet page. 

How can I share the conference with students or colleagues who would like to watch?
Please send them the link for our Eventbrite page! https://shorturl.at/ERMwg
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About the organizers
AAmy Matthewson is a historian interested in race relations, identity, epistemologies, and 
visual and material cultures with particular focus on China in the British imagination in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, currently Associate Professor in the School 
of History and Cultures at the University of Birmingham. She holds a PhD in History from the 
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London and is a founding member 
of Asia Collections Network (ACN), a global platform for those with specialist knowledge of 
and involvement in collections of the arts and artefacts of Asia. Her book Cartooning China: 
‘Punch,’ Power, & Politics in the Victorian Era (2022) explores the series of cartoons of China 
and the Chinese in the popular British satirical magazine Punch that were created over a sixty-
year period from 1841-1901. You can see more on her website here.

Elizabeth Allyn Woock is an assistant professor in the Department of English and American 
Studies at Palacký University in Olomouc, Czech Republic. Her work focuses on medieval history 
and medievalisms, as well as comics studies and comics-based research. She is interested in 
exploring how the comics format can be harnessed for academic writing and takes every 
opportunity to explore this methodology. Her upcoming book Medieval Spaces in Comics
Affect and Ideology (2024) proposes a conceptual framework for analyzing and discussing 
narrative space in comics, and explores the communicative possibilities of the comics format, 
seeking to show rather than just tell the methodologies of space in comics-based research 
through illustrating key sections of the text. You can see more on her website here.

About the Comics Lab
The Comics Lab is a pilot program run by Dr. Woock under the auspices of the Department 
of English and American Studies at the Faculty of Arts at Palacky University in Olomouc. The 
Lab is designed to be a hub for collaboration, research, and event organization. In 2024, 
the Lab invited Comics Studies experts like Simon Grennan, Clari Searle, and Andrea Hoff to 
lead workshops and lectures with local students. The Lab is also planning activities such as a 
Graphic Novel Reading Rooms throughout Olomouc, booths at Czech Researchers’ Night, 
and other events. The Lab also works in international collaborations with a range of networks 
and teams which align with the current research interests of the Lab. Updates on the Lab can 
be found on Dr. Woock’s personal website.

About Palacky University
Palacký University Olomouc (UP) is an internationally respected and scientifically and 
academically highly productive university in Central Europe. Founded 22 December 1573, it 
is the second-oldest university in the Czech Republic and the oldest one in Moravia. For 450 
years it has contributed to the intellectual wealth of society and to its scientific, cultural, and 
social development. Read more here.
Contact
Palacký University Olomouc
Křížkovského 511/8
779 00 Olomouc
+420 585 631 111
admissions@upol.cz

Contact
Department of English and American Studies
Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky
Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci
Křížkovského 10
779 00 Olomouc
tel: +420 58 563 3103
e-mail: kamila.vecerova@upol.cz
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https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003025573/cartooning-china-amy-matthewson-harriet-earle
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https://link.springer.com/book/9783031664922
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https://www.eallynwoock.com/
https://www.eallynwoock.com/blog/
https://www.upol.cz/en/


The Conference organizers, Amy Matthewson and Elizabeth 
Allyn woock, would like to thank all the participants, 
audience members, and our esteemed keynote speakers 
for making this event happen. We sincerely hope that the 
conversations started here will spark more excellent 
scholarly work to come!


